[Seroprevalence of hepatitis A in hospitalized patients in Limoges University Hospital].
Age-specific prevalence of hepatitis A virus (HAV) antibodies (IgG and IgM anti HAV). For eight years between 1994 and 2002, 15 329 hospitalized patients were tested. The prevalence of anti HAV according to age group was as follows: 20 to 29: 28.5%; 30 to 39: 47.4%; 40 to 49: 64.8%; 50 to 59: 82.1%; more than 90% after 60 years old and 97% in patients older than 80. This was not a cross sectional seroepidemiological investigation because serum samples were selected by prescription especially among children. Recent HAV infections as shown by IgM positivity (136 patients) was observed among all age groups, particularly before ten years old (28.7%), but was still significant after sixty (19.8%). The age-specific seroprevalence of HAV antibodies compared with previous French prevalence data revealed a good correlation with results obtained in West-Central region and in national investigations in general populations but more elevated than observed in French recruits.